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The Dominion Lands Act

An effort has been made throughout this study to discover what government policy was

concerning the allocation of the I want to Half-breeds in particular and public

in the North-West generally. The confiontation at Rivitre aux Ilets de Bois showed that

litre was no room in Manitoba, in the ‘a view, lix the concept ofHalf-breed

a” of taut The government’s ilure to support Archibald in this paitkailar initiative left

no doubt about this. Questions about broader aspects ofpolicy ofpriorities remained to

be azwwered.

No dearer indication can be given of the priority assigned by the Canadian Cabinet in

1872 to the settlement of 1400,0QO-acre grant to the Half-breeds than is given in

Dominion Lands Au., which came into effect in April of 1872’ FIrst ofall, the claims oft

Half.breeds are not at all until section 105 ofthe 108-section Act language

of lO5saysitunmistakably-

The Governor in Council shall at any time after, subject to
then existing rights, as defined or created under this Act, withdraw
from the operation ofthis Ac such lands as have been reseived
for i or may be required to satisfy the Half4ned claims
created under Section 31 ofthe Act 33 Victoria Chapter) IThe
Manitoba Act].

The Act was assented to on April 14, 1372, almost two years after the negotiations

between the delegates and the two Cabinet ministers, Cattier and Macdonald. Then, “subject to

then existing rights, defined or created under this act”, the Governor in Council was to

withdraw lands lbrTnrlinns and 1,400,000 acresto grantalto the Half-breed&

Par from being dealt with, as Archibald put it, as ifthey were “purchasers who had paid their

money into the Crown nd Office”, the Half-breeds to be with, ib’ not only to

prior a,gig “def4” by the Act - this be an administrative necessity - but also to rights
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r the Act. As for Cattier’s “as to meet the wishe of the Half.breed residents’?

e is no tract whatever left of it One but wonder whether Cattier had had any part a

all in drafting ofthe Act, foray alert functionary have pointed out to d era that

there was a section in the Act which had to be Into consideration In It

it will be useful now to make a short study ofthe — o ofthis Act, especially of

those dealing with “right?’, Uflfl or “created” by it

Section 42 dealt with the Indian title:

None ofthe provisions ofthis Act respecting the settlement of
Agriwhuml lands, or the lease ofTimber or the purchase

‘saleof F -. I a’: beheldtoapplytoterritorythe
Jndiantitletowhich ¶q: . athetimeliavebeenextinguished.

The Hudson’s Bay Company, then active In the North-Wet for more than two

years, wasremembered in sectio llto2I

C Whereas by article five ofthe terms and conditions in surrend
from the Hudson’s Bay Company to the Crown, the said Company
is entitled to one-twentieth ofthe lands surveyed in townships in a

n portion ofthe territory surrendered, described and
designated as .- WertileBeW’:

“And whereas it is by computation that the said on twentieth will be exactly met, by

allotting in every fifth township two whole sections ofsix and forty acres each, and in

all other townships n three-quarters ofa section each, therefore -

in everyflfthwwnslñp inthesaidietritosy thatistossyjinthose
townships mambered S 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and so on
in regular succession northerly from international boundary,

w -ofsectionsNos. Sand 26, and in each and everyof
townships the whole of seetionNo. 8, and the south halfand

north-west quarter of section 26 (except in the ses hereinafter
provided for) shall be known arid designated as the lands ofthe
said Company.

Section 21 provided 1
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As townships are surveyed and the.. .surveys. confirmed) the
Governor ofthe said Company shall be duly notified thereofby the
Surveyor and thereupon this thafl operate to pan the
title in fre simple. - - and to vat the same in said Company,
withoutrequiringapatenttoissueforsuchbnê..

The other sections dealt with adnünlstrati details Hudson’s Bay Company had been

well represented in the negotiations for the sirrender, and the spirit ofarticle five was certainly

ma in the drafting ofthe Dominion Lands Act.

Several of Rat River bills ofrights had stated that “a portion of the piblic lands”

d “be appropriated to benefit of schoolt. . !‘ there is any connection between

this and section 2lcfthe Dominion Lands Act is not known and anrmt be assumed.

N ertheless section 22 begins as follows:

And diereas it is eq nt to make provision in d ofeducation
in Manitoba and the North-West Tenitories, .

•-

eleven and twenty-nine in each and every surveyed townshipC t the extent ofthe Dominion lands, shall be and are
hereby sat apart as an in forpurposes of —

t “school section” was soon to become part ofprairie falk4ore.

The Canadi government formally requested the Governor to ask the British

government to send an expeditionary force to River. As we have seen, this was done on

February 11 of 1870, and we have watched the arrival and stadonh at t Upper and Lower

Forts of the Ontario and Quebec Rifiet Sections 23 to 28 of the Dominion Lands Act

remembered the men ofthese regiments. Section 27 as follows:

AndwlnsbyordertotheGovernorinCouncil, I: ‘-‘ the2t
April, 1871, it is declared that, - Ibe officers soldiers of
orontarioandthet’or. -- BaualionofRitlesthenstationed
mMafli... W.-iin ‘serviceordepôtcomparJes,ar4not
having been dismissed therefrom, should be- :tiocl to afree grant
of ‘ actual residence, ofo quarter section, - such
grant is h ‘ confirmed, and the Minister ofMilitia and Defence
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is hereby authorized and required to issue the necessary wants
thereforacccrdkngfr

Thee sections gave administrati isai and transfer of

warrants. Cattier’s memory - or his influence, we pmbably cannot know which - was

better with to the c ofthe men ofthe two regiments than it was with regard to

Red River HaW-breeds.

The Act m provision for Rights on Free Grant Lands (section 33,18

ibsections), Grazing (section 34), Hay Lands (section 35), MIning Lands (sections 36-

41), Coal (sections 4345), Timber Timber Lands ( ‘ 46), It made provision fir

creation of meridians (section 16), which would sHow for the extension of’ the survey as

far west or east as necessary. It dealt with the qualifications ofsurveyors (sections 73-88) and

how Ic subdivisions were 10 be surveyed and laid (section 91), It sat up the legal

app by which any adult British subject could on to the NorthWest and obtain for 160

acres of land title clear and distinct that it has seen probably less resulting litigation than any

oth a in the world It placed an empire of lands larger in than the original four

provin under the ‘sion ofa Cabinet miii’ known as the Secretary of State (section

2), thus making ofOttawa an imperial capital in a way equalled in no part of British

Empire. Arid in its very last - n it specified that the two previous orders-i ii, that of

April25, 1871, that ofMay 26, 1871, confirmed.

This confirmation of the two orders-in-council looks innocent enough as printed in the

Act until the student tabs the trouble to remind himself of r cc The order-in-council of

April 25, 1871, ed expansively that” halfbreed IdcJ resident at the time of

transfer, was entitled to participate in the l,400,0 acres”. °The most liberal construction” was

to be put on the word “resident”. more, “no of settlement were to be
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imposed on the ITalfabreeds, However,” Ljajtena.nt was able to “designate the

TOWNsnWS Lemphasis mine] or PARTS OF TOWNSHIPS in which the allotments to the half-

breeds [sic]” were to be made’ This lastr however innocuous it may now appear,

was for two reasons absohitely devastating to t.br wishing to paztidpate. Ffrstly, it

meant that land not be claimed until an area was surveyed into townships Secondly, Half-

breeds could see that their lifestyle must change completely ifthey were to be scattered around

on the prairie - eight milies to every seven aquaners’tof land with no regard to natural

features, especially presence atari ,creek or body atwater. Many simply saw no

sense in this method ofallotment order-in-council ofMay 26, 1811, was no better.’ tt

permitted irregular squatting on land “in good faith” by “settlers”, and “protectet’ them “in the

enjoyment” oftheir claimt One need not be a ‘a to figure out that the policy as laid out In

the Act was basicelly hostil to the Half-breed population ofManitoba. Viewed in the context of

the events of 1871 and eady 1872 It Is not astonishi that (Jilbeit McMicken, after a resid

in Manitoba ofonly eleven weeks, wrote to Macdonald in December of 1871 urging action on

the land claims: ‘]o let me urge upon you,” he wrote,

tbenscessityofhavingsomesystem. the -ntofH(altj
breed claims (‘ is ofthe 1,400,000 4 - H[udson’s] BayJ
(or 20”) and Volunteers grants definitely.’ :-. -IT WILL
NEVER DO TO u SETFLERS TO COME TN HERE IN
THE SPRING [j MATrERS BEING IN THE STATE THEY
ARE NOW [emphasis mine].’

McMI was the Commissioner of s, but his advice might as well have been

into the prairie winds Why was this? policy not be in a special case?

The answer may possibly be in a letter that Joseph Howe, the secretary of state for the

provinces, was preparing to send to Archibald the day after Christmas in 1811. Rowe was

advising Archibald that he did not understand Archibald’s lanations about his actions at the



507
time of the confrontation at Rivière ax B s de Bolt ‘Ihe policy of “ Howe

was embodied in certain rules and regulations, first confidentially
printed caretbily reviewed, and sanctioned by Order In Council
[sic]. Mr. Aildn (sic] and Colonel Dennis were then instructed to
carry out this policy. No authority could be given to you to change
or vary i unless sent in offid form through this Department No
such instzuctlons have been sent, and therefore I assume that the
policy, whatever ft is, never been changed.

We may be nil I have discussed the Land Policy for the
North West [sic] times with Mr Aikin [sic], and we both
understand it the same way, and what is ofmore importance to

is that DENNIS ACTING UNDER HIS ORDERS, IS
PRACTICALLY CARRYING IT OUT Ienwhasis mine]8

In my opinion we may consider the mailer at four separate levels, and arrive at a e

answer at each Level At what may be called the “imperia1 level, a group of men - ofwhom

only Howe and Tupper had been in Red River - had made policy. The only advice from

somne who had seen Red River was that of Archibald, and he had not put forward the “Mod?’

proposal inhisi rofDecember27, 1870’ These men had made a policy “for the purposesof

the Dominion ° and could hardly be expected to change it. At the level oPcabinet solldañtt’

the answer is the same. Policy had been made, printed and reviewed before being sanctioned by

order-in-council. ft could not be changed, but must adhered to. At the level of departmental

administration, it was unthinkable that Mr Aikins should sanction a change ofpolicy however

desirable. Alkins was responsible to the Cabince, which in turn was responsible to Pajiiamezt

Policy, once chosen, must be faithfully brought into effect, Lastly, at the pernal leveL

Archibald was only advocate the Half-breeds . To avoid violence he had had to stall for

time by assuring Half-breeds that for a small number ofthe townships near the two rivers

they could have hey changed ifthey posted lands wanted and described them
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according to the ancient principle of“metes and The Bait had used seif.control

end avoided violeacc only to find Archibald - their claims - repudiated by the Cabinet

the good and La functio , had, under McDougall’s inatnictions, his beat to

wage war against Provisional Government in 1869, could hardly he expected to risk his

position by condoning any change hi policy at the local level What ofDennis’s aiperior? What

of Mkins, the man who was in charge ofaclmhiistering an empire of I ofthe North

W Could he be expected to to Cabinet an alteration ofpolicy extending over

a mare sixty townships?

We must become acquainted with Senator lames Cox Mking, for his attitudes have

now become of p to our y ofthe land problem in the North-Wa At

another place in this — we noticed his Irish descent, his early association with the “Clear

Grit?. end his opposition to s-Morin administration. In I 862 he was elected to the

gislative Council for the counties ofPeel and Ralton. At Confederation he was called to the

Senate, and in her of 1867 accepted the office ofsecre*aryof state In Mac4otld’s

cabinet” At that time we had not Learned ofan’ ng detail ofhis career in the Legislati

Assembly. Readers iii y remember that in 1860 Prince of Wales, fi*ure Edward V11 had

paid a visit to Canada. ofNewcastl who a the Prince, had offnded the

“loyal” m ofthe Orange led near Kingston by ‘ng to let the Prince land unless an arch

erected by t lodges was removed. The offended Orangemen declined to remove it, and the

royal party went on to another point, withoi4 however, the company ofthe embarrassed member

for Kingston, John k Macdonald A similar incident occurred at Belleville. men were

Insulted” by Newcastle all along the royal routa In 1861 sitti of the legislative

Assembly Vt Ferguson and James Cox Aikins moved motion of regret at these “insult? to
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Orangemen. Carder Macdonald managed to pariy tliruts of ing debt arguing

that it a matter for which pal not piovincial, minjaters we rpordbk’2Ten years

later, senator and a ofMacd aid’s ministiy, Senator Aikins hardly be expected

to advocate ofArchibald’spolicyw ft been attacked sovodferously bythat

good Orange editor of - i: Stewart Mulvey.’2 A member ofthe Cabinet had to

liaten careflully to a certain constituency, and that constituency was not made up ofRed River

Haifbreed&

Dominion Lands policy was “for purpoa of the DominioC.

C-
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Appendix “A”

flies of sections of3S Victoria Cap 3001, Dominion Lands Act, 14 Apr11, 1872.

Sections Titles

1 Preliminary — interpreai
2 DominIon Lands Office

3-16 Systenio(Survey
1741 Reserved by KB.C.
22 Education Endowment

234 MilitaryB Lard Claims
29 Ordinary Sale and Purchase
30 Payment For Lands

31-2 Town PIots c
33 Horncstnd Rights on Free Grant Lands
34 Grazing Lands
35 HayLands

36-41 MIning .s
42 IndIan Tide

43-5 Coal Lands
46 Timb and Timber Lands

47-52 Other Timber ‘ Timber Limits
53-56 Further ‘. ligation ofParties obtaining Licenses

57 Liability ofPams Cuffing Without Authority
58-60 Resisting Seizu - ‘-. eying imberS- • mnationof

Such Timber
61-2 General Provisions
63-4 SJides etc.

65-72 Patents
73 Surveys and Surveyors
74 Board ofExarniners

7548 Admis.i”n ofDeputy Surveyors
*9 Standard ofMeasure
90 How To R.enew Lost Corners and Obliterated Lines
91 How Legal “visions Are To Be Surveyed and Laid Out
92 To s “Division Lines in Fractional Sections

9347 Original Boundary Lines
95-100 Evid- J3cforeS
101-4 Protection To Swveyors
105-7 General Provisions
108 Previous Orders-in-Council

Schedul ormsA. E
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Appendix “W

Enact from a Manitoba Liberal editorial published August 16, 1871.

“OurPublic

“By the last mail we perceive that p ofCanada are unanimous in

condemnation ofGovernor Arcbibalds land policy.

“Weregretthatthc t• .rwassoeasilyledawaybywilydemagoguesintothe s

N oftaking upon himself the appordonm * ofthe Half-breed grant That his actions

were premature and without authority, there cannot be a doubt If his advisers possessed th

least peitide ofstates p, they would have advised Mm to the course which he

pursued, because they ml have biown that excitement ill- amongst the community

would be the Inevitabi result Had Governor only read the land replations careftully, he

would have seen that was powerless to ad as he dii In any cese, his judgment have

d him that appotioning out Manitoba to paris before survey, or without knowing what

portions of land they war entitled to, was altogether premature, When he ascertained, by Mr

Aiken’s [sic] , that had ad his in slicing up the province arid handing it

over to Trench, — did he not at back down and acknowledge Ms error? In such a ease

hiscrimewouldallowofpalli *butasitis,he toohighlybecensured. Heconsidered

that two wrongs make a’ and to extricate himself out ofhis awkward predicament, he

despatched agents through all English-speaking parishes to induce them to follow the

ample ofthe French and 4cm their share of the gnat. With what result let the minutes of

meeting at St ews declare, .Boyd, on behalfofthe nt, stated that His

Honor did this on his own responsibility without even consulting his advisers. If this atatement



ofMr. Boyd’s be inie, we must pronounce Es Excellency’s conduct as an unwarrantable

usurpation ofpowas which do fl at all belong to 1dm..”

Thatia,byhislewoflune9, bed in for i7, 1871 SceAppendix

“K ofthe chapter “The Confrontation Rivière Aux iii ‘is Bob”.
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Election Riot of September 19, 1872

“loyal” or “Canadian” showed its true colors in late September c(1&72. WY.

Buffer had something to say about It

Representative institutions had been catablished in the new
province of : • .: and en election tbrm-;a - ofParliamein
had just been conchidet Ofthis triumph of modern liberty over
primeval savagery, it I. sufficient to say1 “. the . -. principle of
freedom ofelection had b - n folly vindicated by a large body of
upright - who, in freest and most’ • ependent manner,
had forcibly possessed themselves ofthe poll-books, and then fired
avolleyftom - ‘Ivers, ‘ ,inthehnguageoftheland,”emptied

jr .1 .‘ngiront Into .‘. bodyofequallyuprightcitizens,
who had the temerity to differ with them as to the choice ofa
political representative,’

Butler, about to set out on a nd journey across the NorthaWest, had been witness to a

delib ate attempt on the pan of the loyal” or “Canadian” party, to seize destroy the pa11-

bo at St Bonhface polling place. His •c comment onthe incident is only one ofa

number of references to It which can be found in historical works? For Archibald, who had

striven mightily for more than two years to establish representati institutions in Manitoba, the

incident must a revelation, brutal in the extreme, of to which he bad been

naïve in his trust of the Canadian government, ofthe actual aflgnment of factors in Manitoba and

Ontario, and cfthe compi ofhis failure as Licutenantagovernor of the province,

A man who had beco a — friend of Archibald’s, the American Consul, I a

Wickes Taylor; saw Archibald’s failure too, and it in frank terms to his superior within

aweekoithe event

Icanon)y...w’ -presentoonditionofthingaasananarcby.
The - isHAPPILYSTJRPPSSED(’. mine] that
the soldiers have not fraternized with - populace, but I have no
expectation that will be any serious attempt to punish the
guilty parties. I cannot better describe the situation than in

Y whichlfelt •.‘;‘n-’touseinniydispatchNo 94of
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Apzil 22,1872.’ Government spara1ysed at all points by the
breach offiuith which accompanied the Canadian’ • on ofthe
countryin 1870. IftheQu;i’sProdamationof .‘- Amnesty
had ‘yfoHowcdthcMaiutobaAct,’ peace[,In**a
hollow ofpeace,wouldsoon •vebeenassured Asitis,
the administration ofairs isa series of makeshifts- a constant
effbrt to avoid responsibility, in no department are the results
more palpable, than in the demoralization ofthe Judiciary.’ I
resave frthu commea’

As has been noted elsewhere, there were to be elections in only three ofManitob ‘a four

f constituencies. Riot Clarkehadb npersuadedtoallowSir Cartiertobe

elected in P her by acclamation Voters in Jisgar, Marquette Selkirk still had to

register their votes, and it was in Selkirk that the loyal’ or “Canadian” patty, known by the

Métis “wan dates”, staged the riot several pretexts for their actions. As early as

Mayofl872 ‘ had estedsbowthefacttbatthenamesofsuchpeopleas

Rid, Lepine, Ritcho; loyal, Dubuc Schmidt and were on the Provencher voters’ list

LeM&i bl the r ‘sproteatinthiaway:

The - adds in a tone that ifsuch men are permitted
to vote, men... ‘shall and will record their votes’. Which means,
whether they are on list or not, whether they have the right to
vote or noç they will vote.4

On other hand, the names of newcomers, people with only a frw & idence, were not

to be found on the lists. While voters lists been brought up to date, it is, indeed,

doubtful w the name of Frank Cornish, who had arrived in Manitoba in July, was on the

list. That of Stewart Mulvey most definitely was.’ The 4 !.S. LL alleged as the

immediate reason lbr the riot that Mr Genton not been “allowed” to be a candidate.’

However, as Ascbibald pointed in a letter to Macdonald,

[Genton] did not wish to run. He declared in writing which was
delivered to the Returning Officer and produced at Hustings
before one o’clockthat hewould not runY
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The withdrawal ofGenton only two candidates, Wilson and Smith

There were three polling pla in Selkiric at Headingly, one at the police station in

Winnipeg and one at the home ofRoger Goidet in St. Bonl&ce.t Rumors had circulated in

Winnipeg the day before the election that a party ofWilsonites planned to cross the iiver and

seize the poll-books? Events were to prove the manor well-founded. Voting went on veiy

q , and there was rmthing what to provoke any V (erice, However, about three

o’cloclQ° between forty and fifty ofWlsoWs supporters crossed the river to St. Bonifhce, taking

with than a wagon — the a! 4’Vote for Wilson”. The wagon was filled with new

wagon wheel spokes, aaJrious playthings to take across”, Gazette Extra comm 9f the

party merely went over from curiosity to how thinp were going”. The men the

advantage ofnpris The poll clerk was seized from behint and his book was snatched front

him and desfroyed. A oup of St Boniface people attacked the I wagon wheel spokes

were seized, a ée e d, in which Wilsonites were driven oft A number of

them drew revolvers and to at the St. Borthoe men” I s Farquharson was

seen to drop on one knee, take deliberate aim at Mr. Gaaon, and fire his revolv again and

again and apinY Fortunately no one was killed, but several were severely wound&’ The

Wilsonites withdrew towards the ferry I lag ‘og to to Winnipeg. However, they

found tint, as they later itarned Mr Mc}sllck&4bad given orders to have the ferry” rope cut,

and ferry scow had drifted downstream)’ wit ‘ rowboats canoes lying

handy and used them to cross the river, whit the rest thought t would ha to swim for it

The timely arrival ofa steamer bringing a company ofVolunteers from Pcmblna kept them from

having to do ihi& The ‘a captain sized up the si n and transported the Wdsonites to

Winni .“
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There is a certain amount ofconflzdon in reports ofwhat then hap in Winnipeg.

It would appear, ,that after the mob’s unprovoked attack on St. Bonifice, the

decid to call upon military for help, The soldiers made their appearance under the

comm ofMajor Irvine and drew up in a line some distance down the street torn the police

station)t The Liberal Extra Mated that people were prevented from voting by the

excitement created by the appearance of the soldin The Extra, however, inüed

that ‘2O or so” of in to vot% only to find what they already well knew, that is,

that they had no vote. All sources agree that, upon the a of soldiers, Mr. Comish

got on a wagon or a stageco h and addressed crowd, abusing the soldiers and the officers in

charge ofthem and saying that is was against all British iples of law and justice for soldiers

to interfere in an ciectio&9 He attacked Archibald and Donald Smith. The sheriff, said, was

a peijured and base man, the ofpolice a “toad-eating CommunitY° He was followed by

Stewart Mulvey, who continued in an effort to excite t feelings ofthe mob and incite them to

acts ofviolence?’ When the poll closed the soldiers were withdrawn, and the mob then made

efforts to lure the p ice away from the platform ofthe police statioa These efforts failed for a

time, police being dctotaJnd to remain passive until something occurred to m to

act Eventually a fight broke out in the crowd —probably started purposely the a

were instantly by men brandishing sticks and wagon wheel spokes. This the

effect of drawing the lice away from the police station to stop a fight. In king nzOlée

Captain de Plainval was surrounded and beaten, suffering severe cuts and brul on his head?2

The sources do cot on what happened a the aid ofthis fight One stated that de Plainval

and his force had to give way and retreat to the shelter ofthe police barracks? However,

Stewart Mulvey told Schultz, and Sdiukz reported to Donald Own, that “Plainval got badly
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beaten t the h ran like a amplighter”?’ Mulvey added that “the lice were

disarmed oftheir batons and they themselves thrust in Police Station down stairs locked

uf. Sdniltz bo ad that “Plainval’s head (w 3 still badly swollen and his stick or baton

ofoffice [was) in hand ofToni White as atrophy of the day”.”

Thegewisquietforatime, but long. Assoonas ltwasdarkacrowdof5O

or6O gathered and made their way to the office of the ManltobanY then in the large Ross

buildi ?‘ Here they smas the windows, broke down d and completely sacked the

premises) upsetting the type arni doing best to destroy the presses?’ T’ rtanito Extra

noted that while the Manitoban and newspaper files were into shreda, the Liberal file,

“which king conspicuously on the same was left witou mob then turned their

attention to the office in the McDermott block where the t r. was also printed. Here

c performance — Manitoban was improved upon, as the mob mutilated the presses and

threw the type out the window. They would have set fire to the ‘iding but the fire did not take

hold, the village wn saved from a serious disaster, since a high wind had sprung

According to the Manitoban “two of glass were smashed in the liberal office and a

handM of type scattered on the floor. But the device is too thin - sham is ice transparent.”

John C S was ecstatic about the damage to the printing plants. “The - office

type,fl he wrote to John Gunn, “went out the window and it will be some ti fore

‘Jean Baptiste’ can a his grievances in print

The xilice were not able to interfere in t se attacks on the printing establishments,

the soldiers under Major Irvine made another appearance in the village. n the soldiers

appeared the mob was in front ofMdbllcken’s land office making threatening d salons.

No damage was do however, d the mob gradually dispersed. Irvine soldiers in
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front ofthe spaper offlcea a large body of armed special conat lea patrolled the village

until early hours ofthe

lean Baptiste” was not the only one rendered temporarlly ble ofexpressing ideas

in print The damage done to the publishin industry in Winni by the riot was signifint

The Manitobari was the first ofthe damaged plants to issue an “Extra”, with the aid ofa hand

belonaj to the Bishop ofRupert’s Land and ka little type scraped from

rump”. The ‘ • did not resume regular publication until November 30. The Métis Extra

appeared on the 23”, probably printed with the same press and type bonowed by the

Except for one issue put out on October 12. the Métis suspended —. until November 30,

by which time the plant had been over to St. Boni6ce. The Extra, published on

the24t,wasprobablypublishedonthesamepresa Nofiirtherissuesofthe es.. -‘

until No bet 13. The then, for the October 12 Métis mentioned above, was

the only newspaper saving ‘toba until - began publication on

November 9. In a very real sense the crippling ofthe newspapers on September 19- along with

the imminent astute ofArchibald marks the end ofone era and t begimilng ofanother in

Manitoba’s history

Schultz’s alibi was exceitent. As he wrote to Donald Gunn, had been out oftown in

Lisgar” constituencr “the horse being tired I only caine to Mr. Tail’s last nigk - (came]

from there up to this morning.”” ¶11 seems to be a ct . that the French struck first

blow” he later wrote to John Gunn, “and fired the first shot across the River, that Ricey

Howard’6commenced serimmage on this side, hence with them rests the onus of the row”’7

Having” the rights of the story” from Mulvey and Wilson and written to

(3unn, Schultz went to see the Lieutenant-governor and warn him “against making arrests”.
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Schultz said he “had heard’ that a “body ofFrench Half Breeds (sicJ were to be called in as

Special C In to aid in arrests”. Arcohi replied that no such idea had been

entertained. Sclnltz then advised that it would never do to e any arrests at all Ifthe attempt

were made officers would be resisted and there would be civil war. He gave it as his opinion

that the soldiers would take sides with the mob3’

Afler this ew there could no longer be doubt as to Schultz’s opinion of

power was in Manitoba

Schultz knew, and knew that Archibald knew, exactly who would be Invol If sweats

were, i made. Archibald proceeded to inform Macdonald on the paint and advice:

The Ringleaders inciting the mob are Comish and Mulv ; the
fanner you know at least of repute, the latter is Editor ofthe
“Libert ‘ captain ofa militia company Both harangued the

.bontheoccasioeof rowatthePollingb.. stimulating
them to disorder by evay kind of foul epithet hurled at
authaities. ?mtslveydedandto .mobthatifthesoidierswere
orderedtofiretheywauld’. .irofficers,,: ‘ -

therefore . fear them. Many otThE MEN WHO WERE AT ST.
BONIFACE (emphasis mine] are in Mr. Mulvey’s company and

are - ‘onatety and not inaccurately spokw ofby himself
asdeMtdveyPstig C.

Archibald then turned to the part play in the St. Boniface fight by James Parquharson

I do not lay much stress upon the fict that that man “Farquharson”
wbo is particularly axá not improperly known as “Old m
lsDr,SchukzsF’--in4aw. Averygoodmanmay.
unfortunate in having a black guard hold that relation to him, but
ofcourse, in the popular mh4 it leads to very natural, if not
entirety logical i1 - - ces.

9%e officers ofthe Force auurt me,” Archibald on, “that the men will do thdr

duty. lain inclindtothinktheywilL..”

Oh that I had 1 trained English soldiers. For pr rving the
in di difficult circumstances we at placed in on both sides

they would be ofmore use JSX)O of these men.



521

‘?{ow, Archibald concluded, question arises what is to be

Are we to take Dr. Schuhz’s advice and do nothing? Is property
h- to depend uxm the will ofa mob, and life upon - accuracy
of aim ofsuch men as Parquhanor(?J It sesms to me that not to
corrcct some of the ringleaders ‘ • to abdicate the thnctions
of government and that it ought to be done at whatever risk I shall
telegraph you for instructions but ha - written this more lbfly that
you may have all the materials lbrjudgcmeat

Archibaldwrotehisletteron -‘ - •- 25 Onthesei,enthofOotober. blonald wrote

his reply.3’ Archibald had left Manitoba on Board di anational ‘one ‘n
9q the

letter must hay found him gone from Manitoba and followed him to Nova Scotia. By diaL time

had put Manitoba behInd him and probably not to hear more about ft. Macdonald

assured him that he should “by all means get Cornish and Mulvey indicted”. A complaint should

be sent to the Adjutant of Militia. A court of inquiry could then be h&

Inotew4jatyousay:i. Schulta HlsreelectionforLi kin
onesense,tobe —‘ but WEMUSTTREATN]MNOWAS
A FRIEND AND SUPPOItTER. [eniphaé miMi

‘This however, should not deter you from pursuing a firm in the way ofvindicating the

law.”

A days late Macdonald received a letter from Ci McMlcken, giving particulars

about situation In ha. Things were still vesy unstab said, “indeed already they

have a lot ofroughs in from Mocrhead during the excitement, Schultz, Lynch, Cornisb, Mutvey

and Davis CAN AT ANY TIME THEY PLEASE plunge us into the wildest disorder. .7

Turning to the matter of the appointment of a Li -governor, n wrote,

You could not better than LET MR. A(RCHIBALDj RZTURN.
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The Unforgiven “Colony ofa Colony”

By Late September of 1872 a shrewd of the Manitoba scene could have

discerned that an intermediate period in provinc&s hi iy had ended. We do need to

speculate about this7 since there were observers who repoted on it at the time. American

Consul James Wickes Taylor described the state ofaffairs asmanf. Gilbert McMldcen saw

where power was reported to Sir John A. Macdonald:

Schultz, Lynch, Cornish, Mu) Davis can at any time they
please phinge us into the wildcat disorder,..)

Archibald too saw where power was and longed for a force of” 100 trained lab soldiers”.

sincehehadnosuchforcehewas toasldngMacdonaldwhattodo:

Are we to take Dr. ‘a advice do nothing? is property
here to d upon the will ofa mob, and life upon the accuracy
ofaim of h men as Farqularson0

Macdonald’s reply ama the most cynical ofreplies ever made by Canadian politicians:

I note what you say • Schultz. His re-election for Lisgar is, in
one sense, to -j:’ - -. but we must treat him now as a Mend

supporter. This, however, should not deteryoti from pursuing
a firm course in the way ofvindicating the law.

Schultz’s emacy was especially noticeable where the publication ofn a and ideas

was concerned Only the was appeaiing on a regular basis it would be November

before its opponents m their reappearance4

An important part ofManitoba’s political situation in late 1872 was the continuing lack

of a general amnesty. In his effbrts to persuade Taché oft Importance ofRid’ s withdrawing

from the Provcncher election Archibald had alluded to the possibility of Sir ge Cattier’s

making bier efforts to have an amnesty declared, In this line ofthinking Archibald was

mistaken, neither Cattier’s election nor his death in 1873 would make any dli? in the
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process ofhaving an amnesty baa . Cartierbad y done his very best in this regard, only

to have his etThrts ectively neutralized by Sir John Young and others We

have already seen what happened. In forty-seven words Sir John Young had given a

communication from a partisan oft Red River disturbances the same wel as a long

well-reasoned memorandum from his acting prime mitüster, a who had been hi Canadian

politics for twenty-two years five of as co-premier with Macdona1d a man who had been a

Father ofConfederation and had, more reeently, ably participated, as ‘isLet of militia, in the

successM efforts to repel a Fenian ion ofhis country.

The result was that the ablest men ofManitoba, the men who had had the confidence of

the Settlement’s people over a period of many months, did not dare to come forward to give

leadership at a time when leadership was desperately needed. In the months before the passing

of the Dominion Lands Act these men could have called the a nlion ofthe Canadian gene

public to the fact that Macdonald and Carder were taking Confederation in a direction that the

Fathers atCon tion had not at Macdonald and Cartier had created Manitoba as a

monstrosity among the provinces making up the Canadian Confederation. Though uipped

with a bicameral legisi re its people had no control over the p ‘a chiefresource, its land,

not even over that portion ofit referred to in section 31 ofthe pro s constitution.

In September of 187 at the time ofthe Dominion elections, th n ofManito

was becoming aware that irp was not a province Like the others. The process of

learning can be traced by reference to articles, editorials aid a published in their provinces

newspapers For nle, in the ‘1, 1872, issue ofthe Manitoban this editorial appeared

Ifthe 3 l clause oft Manitoba Act means anything at all, it must
mean flat on the day the Act was passed, children ofthe half
b talc] resident in the — at the time ofthe passing of
the Act, wet endowed with the right to possession of
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1400,” acres. With ‘ ñghttbusgiventhem,whys ldthere
be any tampering or delaying with regard to the possession? The

dis theirs- enteredintoonthis a : ‘idingand on the
understandingthat a.cionwastobeobtainedatocca What is
the use ofdelaying? Why not :the whole matter at once
;‘havedonewithit,.Whydoesnot -GonniorGeneralat
oncegiveauthodtytothe ‘enant [sic]toselea’
lotsortracts, and --‘ -thethingfixever?’

and one-half later, on July 20, the Manitoban that

should have been given its public lands when the Dominion Lands Act was and that the

Manitoba legislature should have “been at — to ascertain what was going on “Every foot of

land in the provincq,” the went on,

belongs to the Dominion and must be administered by an agent of
the Dominion, Even our hay lands!8

Then asked what many wanted to ask:

Is Mr. M as accredited agent of the Dominion
Government after Dominion Lands Act has become law;
to interpret that Act: or - local government anything to do
withtbelandsoftheprovinceinanyrespect “- -:--‘ :that
thenewActdealawithhaylandswoodl .. minaallan4,. a

all kinds oflands, bidividually?

£110.6 Hay must have been discomfited as part of his unsuccesaflul campaign against

John C. Schultz in Lisgar, he wrote to the . c in early September:

I have always maintained and still do, that as a pmvince we
to enjoy all the tights and privileges ate province, in accordance
with the BRA. Act.. These lands would notonlyb a source of

e to our province, but would have saved the ill-feeling that
has been caused the negligence and igno of the
Ottawa vernment as to the requirements ofthe people of
Manitoba1°

fLcuisRielreadtheleuer-andhewasbowntobeat cinMani atthistime-hemust

have mill a wry smile as he read Hay’s words!
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On October 9 ArchIbald left Manitoba or, board the steamer M1mernations1.hl najald

was in a more enviable position than the men of Union St. Alezandre, to the Métis

National Committee and recently organized by Rid, L4pine Schmidt and named in honor of

T ‘ Archibald caild decide that his departure now would not cause a civil war or

vio1ence and he to from what had long been for him intolerable situation. It

was intolerable the Union St. Al too, but they could not walk away from it. It was

hard to decide which aspect of it caused the most torture, the absence oft general

amnesty, the Canadian government’s delay in the 1,400,000 acres, the

and belligerence of those squatting on what were considered to be Métis lands or the insolence of

the “Orangiste” patty in Winnipeg. As Rid and Ldpine were later to i it was almost as

though the Canadian government considered ir people as “an enemy” causing “more than two

years” ofTMpublic strifs, dangerous inimical to the interests ofthe Province.” Probably the

most sari of all, from di — of view ofthe Union St was the gener malais

concerning the 1,400, acre& Few believed In the of Section 31 any more. Many had

sold out and left province, saying that they would never be back.’4 Others said nothi

but thdr actions spoke re I than words as they did even bother to shut the doors of

their abandoned houses and dab Each passing day saw the population of province

change and irrevocably. Every clergy,0loyauic” “provisoires” Union St

Alexandra could see that Manitoba already was not the Manitoba ofJuly. 1870, and nothing, it

appeared, bedoneaboutit. onlybcightspotfor UnionSt ewasthefact

that the behavior ofthe”e ‘ party had had the effect offorcing English Half-breeds into

— sides with the P Ii,” that such men Bannatyne had contInued as active allies and

itor Robert Cunningham had taken r side.”



528
An incident ocwrrd in July of 1872 whIch a hint that the pressure being

experienced by Rid the Union St. Alexandre at that time was ‘8 its toll. Robert Stalker,

a harness-maker ofWinnipeg, Rid in the vicinity of St Vital on July 16. in the ensuing

ccjnvcrsation ‘1 is reported to have spoken along these lines

Rid remarked [to Stalkerl on the difference in spirit which
animatal the two populations. Mr. Stalker could move about

in French parishes without being cit molested or
insulted, while it was impossible a’ Mr. Rid or the French Métis
to appear in certain English localities without exposing themselves
tothedskofbeinginjured,beaten,orevenknocked’ Andyet,
Rid added, ifwewantedtoactwecould dolt, but ‘5n what
we want, And at the same time this gentleman is reported to have
fired his pistol intotheair,,,,’8

According to Stalker Rid’s two companions sad, “Do not do that”, and fried to take the pistol

away from Ri but were not aiccesaflul.” Clearly Rid had suffered too frustration for too

long

Ironically the situation in ManItoba in 1872 was not unlike that predicted by the

arrogant and boastful Canadians in the summer and fall of 1869 - and hoped and schemed

for by John C. $chul&° - w the Métis National Committee had been stung into taking

actionY The Métis were becoming hewers ofwood or drawers ofwater or were b’ dispersed

into the seemingly endless I of’tbe West What far-sighted British colonial administrators in

Coloni Office in London had foreseen and as they sought to establish workable

principles fort governing of a &r-flung empire, had come true in Manitoba. The chief

resource oft people was wider the ofa department located not in their own I capital

but iii a distant imperial capital and b by a man who had never sesn either that land or the

people who lived in it. To make matters worse, the land was being , not for purposes of

Manitoba but ‘kr purposes ofthe Dominion”?’ The people ofManitoba had striven to avoid
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ibisf efforts bad residtd in littl violence and Loss of U that the whole affhit

looked bit absurd wh compared with coat rary popular movements elsewhere.

, not part ofCanadian government policy because an ndignation

meeting” in Toronto had given a ‘direaion to the settlement ofaff&s at RRiver 44

itoba had in 1872 the unforgiven ‘colony of fliony”,” and the hidden

agendas ofCattier, and had become &cts ofCan4n life.

Schultz received abundant rewards. After his service in House ofCommons he was

appointed to the Senate in 1882 and, In 1888, was named Lieutenantiovernor ofManitoba.
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Docunents - Unpublished

AASB Dugas to Taché, August 24, 1869.

AASB T78 11 Bannatyne to Taché, Aug. 6, 1870.

AASB T8025 Sepnce to Taché, “Thursday norning”.

AASB Ta0693 Taché to Wolseley, Sept. 8, 1870.
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AASB T10872 Père LeFloch, St. Joseph, Sept. 2, 1872.
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PAC P4327 1C8, Microfilm (M69), Archibald to t’brris, Dec. 17, 1872.

PAC P4329 E2, Thanas Spence Papers.

PAC P4329 B15 Vol. 36, Robert Bell’s lecture to the Natural History
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PAC RG2, 1, Vol. 17, PC708, Report of a Catnittee of Cabinet, Sept. 22,
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PAC RG6 Al Vol. 10, File 742, Secretary of State Records.

PAC RG6 Vol. 319, docuitent marked (A7), J. S. Dennis to Joseph Mnkman,
Dec. 16, 1869.

PAC I37 G21, Vol. 2 (Part 1), Wolseley’s Proclamation of June 30, 1870.

PAC RG9 11B2, Vol. 33, “Reginental Courts Martial”.

PAC RG9 11F7, Vol. 3, 11Fenian Raid Catpanies”.

PAC RG9 IC1, Vol. 229, Lcket 758.

PAC RG9 11F6, Vol. 122, Naninal Roll and Canpariy pay lists for Stirling
Canpany, 1866—1888.

PAC RG9 11F6, Vol. 122.

PAC RG9 1C6, Vol. 1820.

PAC RG9 11B4, Vol. 4 Pay Lists for Hastings Militia, 1866-1870.

PAC RG9 hAl, Vol. 13, Departient of Militia and Defence.

PAC F9 hAl, instructions issued to Wolseley, May 26, 1870.

PAC RG9 hIF7, Vol. 2, “Pay List of No. 1 Ccrnpany 1st Ontario Rifles
stationed at Penibina”.

PAC RG9 11B2, Vol. 33, “Returns of Defaulters, 1870—3”.

PAC RG9 11B2, Vol. 35, “Muster Roll 1st Ontario Rifles, Fort Garry,
Jan. 31, 1871.

PAC I3 11, Records of the Departrrent of Public Works, Vol. 264, Microfilm
reel, P231.

PAC RG15, Vol. 228, No. 797, Archibald to Howe, Dec. 20, 1870 (55 pages
including appendices).

PAC RG15, Vol. 228, No. 1155, Archibald to Howe, Dec. 9, 1870.

PAC RG15, Vol. 228, No. 796, Archibald to Hc, Dec. 27, 1870.

PAC RG15, Vol. 230, No. 167, Archibald to Aikins, June 17, 1871.

PAC Secretary of State For The Provinces, 1870, Files 278—373.
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PAM Minutes of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.

PAM “Record of the Quarterly Court of Assiniboia”, Nov. 18, 1869.

PAM Minutes of the Council of Assinilxda.

PAM Riel Papers.

PAM (L.G.), Letter Book F, Archibald to Secretary of State, July 7,
1872; Aug. 26, 1872.

PAM M2 B3, Manitoba Census of 1870.

PAM ?432 C2, Eleanor E. Kennedy Papers, Kennedy to Macbray, Oct. 10, 1870.

PAM ZT33 Al, No. 11, “Papers Related to the Red River Disturbances”,
Dr. Lynch’s list.

PAM !3 B9, McVicar Papers.

PAM M7 C12, Rev. John Black Papers, Lynch to Black, Oct. 12, 1870.

PAM M39 D6, manuscript by Guillaun Charette on Louis Goulet.

PAM microfilm M37 D2 M221, Sisters of Charity, MS Chronicles.

PAM ?49 E8, Register A, p. 76, “Address fran the Ccxnbined Legislative
Council and Assembly of Manitoba To The Governor General”,
Feb. 8, 1872.

PAM M31 0 Fl, Box 6, Unsigned note written on manoraridum sheet.

PAM !410 Fl, Box 6, “Les Dess.is Diplc.tatiques des Evènerrents de la
Rivière Rouge”, par Guillaune Charette, n.d.

PAM M310 F5, Société Historique de St. Boniface, Bulletin 1973-4.

PAM Ml2 Al, Archibald Papers, No. 744, “Abstract of narres added to and
narres struck fran the electoral list”, Sept. 9, 1872.

PAM M31 2 Al, No. 199, Joseph Royal to Archibald, Feb. 23, 1871.

PAM 12 E3, Schultz Papers.

PAM M1 2 E3, Reply to “Tracts For The Tiires” No. 2, unpublished letter
by A.C. Garrioch.

PAM ?4312 E3, Charles Mair to J. C. Schultz, May 10, 1870.

PAM ?t314 B16, “People of St. Vital to Robert Cunningham, July 23, 1873”.

PAM l4 B30, Cohn Inkster Papers.
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PAM Zv114 B79, File 9, Hay Papers.

PAM M14 C23 Bell Papers, Box 4, File 11, letter of C. N. Bell to the
Free Press circa 1916, in reply to a letter of G. A. Lpine,
published March 7.

PANS Sir William Young Papers.

PAD MJ5 Aikins - Sutherland Papers.

PRO “Correspondence Relating To The Surrender of Rupert’s Land.”

PRO C042 Vol. 687.

PRO (042 Vol. 689, No. 722, Jndge Johnson to Archibald, Dec. 6, 1870
(The Public Archives of Canada copy of this file is missing).

PRO (0537 Suppleirentary Correspondence, Canada, 1870, Bishop of Rupert’ s
Land to Sir John Young, July 1, 1870.

PRO (0537 Suppleirentary Correspondence, Canada, 1870, Sir Francis Hincks
to Sir John Young, June 9, 1870; Young to Granville, June 9,
1870.

PRO (0537 SupplenEntary Correspondence, Canada, 1870, Snow’s report of
paynents made.

QIJL Redvers Buller to Henrietta Buller, August 24, 1870.

Q(JL Charles Mair Papers.

Q(JL Charles Mair Papers, “J. Dilworth and Self”.

SA George Young, “Historical Paper No. 1”.

SA George Young, “Historical Paper No. 2”, “The Fenian Raid of October,
1871, into Manitoba”.

UA Wolseley Papers on microfilm.

UC. Rev. George Young, “Biography” file.
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